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buildOn returns  

buildOn is back. The service-
learning program left the build-
ing in May 2019 due to a lack of 
staff, but is now back “stronger 
than ever,” said program manag-
er Jackie Vargas.  
 

The program has moved from its 
former location near the cafeteria 
to the Youth Resource Cen-
ter adjacent to the library. It will 
be open Monday through Friday 
from 9:30 to 2:30.  
 
Students will need a permission 
slip to visit during school hours. 
 

Vargas said the new buildOn will 
give students more say on what 
activities to pursue, such 
as helping the homeless or food 
drives.  
 

Every year buildOn students take 
a trip to another country where 
they live with host families in a 
rural village and engage in ser-
vice by physically helping to 
construct a buildOn school.  
 

This year’s trip will be to Guate-

mala.  

By Alam Marquez-Marin 

Bassick High school hosted its annu-

al Science Fair recently. 

Twenty-eight projects were submit-

ted from the ninth grade.  

Euniceca Marseiila came in first 

place with her water filtration pro-

ject. 

 Shakil Ahmed came in second with 

a report on the Index Of Refraction.

(measures of the speed of light. An-

Angel Vasquez came in third 

place with a hydraulics project  

(measures of the speed of light.)  

 Each of the winners were 

picked by students. They were 

awarded a bag full of goods and 

sweets.  

Additionally, each of the win-

ning projects will be displayed 

in the school district fair on 

February 11. Each student will 

setup their experimental and 

demonstrate in front of judges 

from various colleges and uni-

versities. 

The winner from the district 

fair could qualify for the state 

fair and many scholarships.  



Vaping is an epidemic occurring in high schools 
around the United States. But is it true at Bassick?  
  
The answer is no.   
  
A survey conducted by Bassick’s journalism class determined 
that few Bassick students vape.  
  
Students also surveyed their fellow students from all grades and 
asked them if they vape, and if so, did they vape often. They 
also asked if they knew anyone who did vape.  
  

Vaping not Popular at Bassick, Survey Shows 
By Alam Marquez-Marin 

The data collected showed that 68 out of 572 students who were surveyed vape, but 343 out of 438 stu-
dents who were surveyed know others who do vape.   
  
In an interview in the class, Peter Ziegler the assistant principle at Bassick stated that students 
are “not allowed to vape or have vaping equipment on school grounds.”  
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Sports 

Boy’s Basketball 

By Aniyha Berrios 

The boy’s  varsity basketball team had won 6 

games and lost 6 games as of Feb. 3. Coach 

Bernie Lofton said the players’ focus is on 

becoming a better team and doing the best 

they can. 

Girl’s Basketball 

By Chianti Pough 

As of Feb. 3 the girls basketball team had a 

record of 10 wins and four losses. 

Special ed students run coffee shop  
 
By Natalie Guzman  

 
Special education students run a coffee shop in room 159 
periods 1-3. Christopher R. one of the students involved in 
the shop said they cook every day and bake goods for the 
staff.  

 
 
 
 
Special education teacher Eliza-
beth Tolla explained the students learn how to do daily 
things such as how to cook and clean. Having a coffee 
shop helps them learn how to exchange an item for anoth-
er, she said.  
 
Tolla said she got the idea from Harding High school’s 
coffee shop and thought it would be good for her students.  
 
She raised money for the project from DonorsChoose, 
a nationwide charity that helps classes in need.   

  
Christopher R. explained how much he likes the class and 
how helpful it is. He also said the students work hard to-
gether as a class.   

Students in State Magazine 

 By Dashka Boursiquot 

A shout out to Bassick lions Bryan Vega and 
Sebastion Bravo for appearing in the Con-
necticut Magazine’s cover story on advanced 
manufacturing 

Vega and Bravo attend Housatonic College 

Connections program for high school stu-

dents. 


